THE FIRST LESSON 



BY 



SRI K. VASUDEVACHAR 



Who is a Gum 

In the word Guru, Gu denotes 1 darkness 1 
and Ru stands for ' removal \ The word Guru 
thus means one who removes darkness. A 
Guru is one who, through his gnanopadesha, 
enlightens the sishya. It is through Guroopa* 
desha that the sishya attains hrahmagnana 
It is through him that the sishya is introduced 
o~thc esoteric secrets of Art or Science. No 
wonder, then, the Guru is held in high esteem 
in our tradition, 

^« rT^T#q^ wCwW-rl^fer II ' 

says the Bhagavadgeetha You should serve 
your Guru with devotion and sincerity ; you 
should prostrate at his feet ; you should ask 
him questions and get your doubts cleared ; 
you are, then, ready for the road to Brahma- 
gnana* 

^m^m ^rM^T ^ 5WT T$ I 

aNl ?t sfif^iT sra?: srei^M flirr^w: II 

Your attainments will be proportionately 
related to your devotion to God and Guru, 

the sishya should abandon ail comfort and 
sleep and devote himself wholeheartedly to his 
studies- 
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Dravyarjana and Vidyarjarta demand constant 
and continuous effort ; one should work for 
them eve*y moment- 

The sishya should gaze with his mind's eye on 
the picture of the form of his Guru from head 
to foot to be able to reach his goal without 
impediments on the way. The sishya is also 
known as ®p ?faT% because he lived the 
Gurukula Vasa so that he was ever ready to 
attend to the needs of his Guru 

And how should a Guru be ? A true Guru 
should be a f^q^NfJ^ but not a 

f ^THH^Kfl ' Tne Guru should iT y to win the 

heart of his sishya and not merely extract 
monetary benefits from him, The Gum 
should feel delighted if he were to be excelled 
by his own desciple ; I^MHS^rL m.M*4H 

In a Gurukula there are usually not more 
than two or three sishyas The Gtmi who is 
not under any monetary obligation to any of 
them is master in every sense ; he teaches the 
sishya whenever the likes and whatever he 
chooses He will, thus, always give his best 
to his sichya. The sishya who pays the Guru 
dak&hina through his seva only always tries to 



please his Guru by means of his ardent devo - 
tion. He awaits with patience and eagerness 
for the blessings of the Guru. The sishya is 
thus ever in a respective frame of mind 
conducive to grasp things quickly and assi- 
milate them fully. 

This was the first lesson we were taught at 
the Samskritha Pathasala: I decided to live 
up to these principles when I went to 
TIRUVAYYAR for my training in music 
under my Guru Patnam Subramanya Iyer. I 
stayed there for a little over six years 
Parameswariah and Kempegowda of Coimba- 
tore weie the other two disciples who were 
with my Guru at that time. According to the 
daily routine of work each of us had to follow, 
I was required to get up early in the morning 
and be ready to provide the tamboora sruthi for 
my Guru at the time of his Sadhaka which 
would be from 4-30 to about 6-30 After the 
Sadhaka I went out to collect iulasi for his 
pooja. My next task was to go to the river 
and wash the clothes of my Guru and bis wife 
and fetch drinking water. By the time I 
returned home, the Guru would have finished 
his pooja ; I would wash the pooja utensils and 
keep them ready for the next day. Lessons 
for Parameswara and Kempegowda began by 
about 9 in the morning and I was to be 
present at the time and listen attentively, 
After food, I would be by the side of my Guru 
who would be engaged with his musical 
composition. At night, I had to make the bed 
for my Guru and do padaseva till he fell asleep. 
Several months rolled by in this manner but I 
received not a single lesson from my Guru, I 
had not the courage to ask him either as to 
when he would begin teaching me However, 
it was not difficult for him to read my 
thoughts. One day, he himself talked about 
and said u Do not think, Vasu, that you have 
just wasted away your precious time because 



I have not taught you anything so far. [ am 
fully aware of your eagerness and enthsiasm 
to learn I was only preparing the founation 
for the future construction A studnt of 
music should first of all welcome all opportuni- 
ties to hear good music ; the^r benefits are 
many. After attentive listening, one can 
learn in no tinie any Varn* or Keertana, how- 
ever, difficult and complicated it may be, I 
have taken you to the very doors of the temple 
of Art ; what remains to be done is to enable 
you to have a darshan of the moolavi graham 

The next day, as instructed by my Guru I 
got up early to have my bath in the Cauveri. 
I went to the Tyagaraja Samadhi and offered 
prayers. Returning home, I did Sashtunga- 
pranamam to my Guru c ^ Tltf [1%U&<^ ' 
said he and blessed me placing bis band on my 
head, I felt thrilled. 

He started the lesson with his own Varnam 
in Be gad a mafachiilunde. Though I was able 
to learn the piece by heart in a couple of days, 
he did not teach me any thing else for the 
next three months. I was asked to practise 
the same Varnam morning and evening! in 
Prathama, madhyama and Thti kalams* Next, 
he analysed the varnam avartam by aoartam 
and explained the Ragasanchara and Raga- 
bhava in each avartam. He asked me to take 
up one avartam a day and elaborate the 
ragaprayoga occuring therein. This excercise 
went on for about a month. 'Look, Vasu/' 
said my Guru, * I have taught you the Begada 
Ragam in its totality. Nothing else remains 
for me to teach you in that ragam. 1 So 
thorough and so detailed was the method of 
training. Neither the Guru nor the Sishya 
in those days was guided by the number of 
varnams and kritis taught or learnt. Any 
thing taught or learnt should be [lawless and 
complete ; that was their aim, 
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4f For Natural Flavour & Taste 
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NATHAN'S COFFEE 

AVAILABLE FRESH 
AT 

NATHAN'S COFFEE MART 

No. I , Venkatachala Chetty Street, 
TR1PLICANE : MADRAS-5. 
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The House of Repute that served you for the past 30 years 
offers you the following quality products. 



GRUNDIG 3D Hi-Fi Stereophonic radio- 
grams 

PHILCO US and British Refrigerators 
ASTRAL Baby Refrigerators 
PYE "Talk-Box" Inter-Com. 



Electrical Appliances 

DUPLOMAT Photocopying Equipment 

GRUNDIG Tape recorders and Dictating 
machines 

MURPHY Radio, Radiograms 
Musical Instruments 



MAHOMED EBRAHIM & CO., Private LTD., 



7/8, Mount Road, 
MADRAS-2. 



1 13-H, Brigade Road, 
BANGALORE- 1. 



26/27, Rattan Bazaar, 
MADRAS-3. 
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'Phone: 8 8 249 



NEELA & Co., 

DISPENSING CHEMISTS & DRUGGISTS, 
3/13, PONDY BAZAAR, 
T'NAGAR :: MADRAS. 

SOLD AT MODERATE RATES 

Patent Medicines, Drugs, Chemicals, Infant foods, 
Toilet Preparations & Perfumes 

All kinds of Prescriptions are dispensed accurately with Quality 
Drugs, by experienced and able Pharmacists. 

jjj Our Branch: 63, Bridge Road, Gandhi Nagar, Adyar. j 
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T. T. Yagappa Chetty & Son, | 

Metal Merchants, £ 
Iron and Steel Registered Stock Holders, i 

Established in I860. | 
Office at 116, Nainiappa Naick Street, Madras-3, | 

^ , I 

- j 

Proprietors: l| 
T* T. kuppuswamy Chettiar and his son 

T» T- Shanmugavadivelu [ 

(Contact lis for all varieties of Iroti and Steel Materials, 

Yellow Metal and Copper Sheets)* If 
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Wherever there is heavy duty work to be done 

use LEYLAND Comets 

for SPEED and ECONOMY 




EVERY project in the private sector or the public must 
be completed in record lime to get maximum value out 
of invest menu The Ley kind Comet with its large body space 
and 7* ton pay load capacity, helps you transport goods 
in two trips what o l hers do in three or more. The fast, 
powerful, LeyUmd Comet trucks, tippers and tractors, have 
proved their reliability and exceptional fuel economy in well 
over 50 countries. 




The Comet has behind it the 
design features developed from 
extensive testing over all sections 
or the Motor Industry Research 
Association's proving ground 
in Britain. The Comet stood 
these tests over thousands of 
miles on a track scientifically 
designed to produce the most 
-damaging effects of the worst 
types of road surfaces, 



The onfy Tlioif pay/oarf cfia$$/s> made fadta 



MAIN DEALERS: 



For .lamTiuj St Kashmir' 

Jay Kay Automobiles 

Re^dcney Road, SRI NAG A R (Kashmir) 
Fot Lit tar Pradesh: 

Dharam Singh Ram Singh 

(Motors) Private Limited 

25 Bhopal House, Lai Rajtlj. LUCK NOW 
For Ho nr. ha? Slat* & Andjira Pr.itfcsh; 

Automotive Manufacturers 

Private Limited 
10* R v.,ir<i KuHi. BOMBAY 



For Deflii, Himficb.il Pradesh, Punjabi 

Globe Motors Private Limited 

Saratdh.tin, 1/2 JhandcwaJa, NEW DELHI 
For Weal Bengal. Bihar &. Assam: 

Associated Indian Enterprises 
(Private) Limited 

206 Lower Circular Road, CALCUTTA H 



For Mudbia Pradesh & Orissa: 

C. Eduljee & Company 

Kamp-cc Road, NAG PUR 
For M^ras & Mysore GeOrgo Onkes Pve> Ltd. U D, Mount Road, MADRAS 2 
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Wherever you are you'll need a Hercules . . * 
For Hercules is more than a cycle — 
it is a lifetime companion 



Manufactured by: 

T. I, Cycles of India Limited, Madras 



• * • 



****** 
* * * * * * * 



********* 
********** 
> • «•**•***« 
********** 

******** * * 
> • ********* 









ervir 




; 




erurr , 




LI UJT ; LD 


^ U ID 












■ i 


I m . 










<srr ; 


X LD 


U 


<$rr 




*) 




, F 


en) 


en? ^ 






m 










6W 








. CS,r 



; ; x &v 6x0 srVrr ; sn)ir , ^ 

U LD <£ ffl X LD U £>fT urr dgrr /fj 

. i . . a bDrr . err . 

^5 u ^ X «n? en) ertfjr ; Do 

. . p . <x err erffl - Do 

; x rff f ifi ijr f ; 

ewr> ggy lot , . ot , 



; X rfuir sfti fl an) 0 &j 0 3y u uir 

6HT)fT fl . OgyPflT . ■ . « . . 



u^^csrfljfl^rS a* u uir , ld - u &i jB d& 
LD.ffffr..* ,5n9 efl . . , 

6Urr p . (Sjr . 

5fUn~ , (fl 6t\) rfp 3j j§ shir ; 
AH <s , (Sir 

erDrr fl efu eforr oru rfj) ^ u ^fr rff 



Uff 



^ u u 



<srr lojt 
ur . u 



X 0 *P U) LI ID £ 

glfD gj)/ LDIT t . , €W 



6TO 



; \ arVn srV fl en) ^ ^ u uir 



u> <ss fl x 



en) fl <i fl sft) eftifr - <sn> <£ u $ 

w u ^ j£t m> - A fleru^ ^ u id - ^ 
uir u 



; ; x u & loft ; u/r ; 
* . (Sfffr . lc . Gflrrr , 



; ; x u id air a& 0 ^ 0 as u utr 



6B 








if 




ID 




m 




U ID 




lS) 


l1. 







un" ijjt 










urr ; 








CS*ir 




4- ■ 


; ld ^ 


u 


LD 


cXfT 


;P 


<£ir ; 


• #1 - 


fl 










u id «ir 


<3G/r 


ff 






jfl fin) fitUir ; 












Gtr . . . 



* (3^ • < ljit * lj . . 



^^JUe0606)5l6OUJlJ <oUET6b UHL (StiU6OTr(gllb, 



mimLi§A\iPiiruiiu chettyjs son 




177. CUINA BAZAAR ROAD, MADRA/,* 



©a 



I 

i 

i 
j 
i 
i 

2)5 



Published simultaneously from : 

MADRAS, MADURAI, BOMBAY & DELHI. 

INDIAN EXPRESS 

INDIA'S Number one English Daily Newspaper. 



Certified net sales 1 ,15,621 copies daily. 

Indispensable All-India advertising medium, ensuring 
country-wide coverage. 
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